Toxicity of conventional ALL chemotherapy: incidence of short-term adverse effects in 100 children.
The morbidity and mortality due to short-term adverse effects of antileukemic chemotherapy were studied in a follow-up of 100 children with ALL on a conventional regimen. Severe toxic adverse effects were observed in 20%, and they were fatal in 3% of the children. Moderate or mild adverse effects were seen in 68%, and only 12% remained without noticeable side effects. The drugs responsible for the severe adverse effects were vincristine, L-asparaginase, and intrathecal methotrexate. L-Asparaginase was the most hazardous individual agent, being responsible for 1 and probably contributing to other 2 induction deaths. The toxicity as a whole of this conventional ALL chemotherapy regimen could be considered acceptable, except for the mortality, since the adverse effects were temporary and reversible.